HENRIETTE                                 9&
'Where you will, but we shall have to return here in
fifteen days. I have given my word to be here to receive
the reply to a letter I have written. It is not that I wish to
leave from fear of violence, but because I cannot endure
the place now.3
On the morrow we left, and went to Milan, where we
remained for a fortnight, seeing no one but a tailor and a
dressmaker. I made Henriette a farewell gift, and one which
she valued highly: it was a cloth pelisse lined with beautiful
lynx fur. She never questioned me as to the state of my
exchequer, and I did not let her know how near it was to
depletion. We had lived so extravagantly, that when we
returned to Parma I had only three or four hundred sequins
left.
The day after we got back she had another long con-
ference with d'Antoine, during which our separation was
definitely arranged; then she came to me, and told me we
must part. For a long time we wept in silence.
cWhen must I leave you, O too dearly beloved one?'
cYou must leave me as soon as we get to Geneva, where
you will take me at once. Can you find me a trustworthy
waiting-maid to-morrow, with whom I can travel till 1
reach my destination?5
We left Parma that night, and in five days arrived at
Geneva, where we stayed at the Hotel des Balances. The
following day Henriette gave me a letter for M. Tronchin,
the Genevese banker, who, when he had read it, handed me
a thousand louis d'or, at the same time telling me he would
furnish Henriette with a carriage and two responsible men.
Word came to us in the evening that carriage and servants
would be ready next day.
It was a terrible moment; we were rigid with grief, over-
come by the most profound sorrow.
I broke the silence by telling her I would take Tren-
ching carriage, and she must have mine, which was far more
commodious.